
Calling All Springboro Area Students! 

You are invited to compete in the 2023 Black History Month Video Essay Contest. 
 

The contest is a part of the Black History Month celebration sponsored by Parents Empowering All 
Children of Color (PEACOC) in conjunction with Springboro Community City School District. 
 
PEACOC is excited to provide an opportunity for Springboro area students to celebrate unsung Black 
heroes during Black History Month.  

 
       Basic Information:  The Black History Month Video Essay Contest is open to 

all students in Kindergarten through 12th grade who live in Springboro or 
Clearcreek Township.  All submissions must be received before 5pm on 
Tuesday, February 28, 2023.  The Video Essay Awards Ceremony will be via 
Zoom on Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Submissions that do not meet the criteria or that plagiarized others’ work will not 
be considered.  By your submission, PEACOC is granted permission to use 
your likeness and video for purposes of the BHM Video Essay Contest.  
  
For more information about PEACOC’s Black History Month Video Essay 
Contest, please email PEACOC at PEACOC@peacoc.us or see our website             
at www.PEACOC.us 

 
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents Empowering All Children of Color (PEACOC) is fellowship and advocacy organization, in Springboro, OH, 
dedicated to creating a safe community of empowered and unafraid BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color) 
children and adults, who belong equally, with rights and privileges afforded to all, regardless of race, disability, 
economic status, gender identity, sexual orientation, or faith. 

www.peacoc.us 

 
 

 
 

 
 



KINDERGARTEN – 5th GRADE BLACK HISTORY MONTH VIDEO ESSAY CONTEST 
 

SECTION I GENERAL RULES 
1. Must select one of the people(s) below.  Provide a 

brief biographical summary along with a question you 
would like to ask the selected person and why you 
would like to ask it. 

2. You must read and video record your essay.  Please 
record in a quiet location so there is no background 
noise. The video should not be longer than 4 minutes. 

3. Submissions can be uploaded to YouTube or emailed 
directly.  Please include parent/guardian contact 
information in the submission email. 

 

SECTION II CONTEST RULES 
1. Grade groupings for winners will be grades K-2 

and grades 3-5. 
2. Grade K-2 winners will receive $50 for first place, 

$30 for second place and $25 for third place. 
Grade 3-5 winners will receive $75 for first place, 
$60 for second place and $50 for third place.   

3. Entries will be scored using the rubric below by 
the PEACOC Black History Month 
Committee.  Both the parent/guardian and the 
school will be notified in addition to the winner.  

Below is a list of Black Heroes you can research for your project: 
 
The Tuskegee Airmen  Louis Armstrong     Frederick Douglass Patricia Bath 
Little Rock Nine    Muhammed Ali     Marie Van Brittan Brown Michelle Obama  
Nelson Mandela   Ruby Bridges     Harriet Tubman  Elijah McCoy 
Shirley Chisholm   Katherine Johnson    Jesse Owens  Granville Woods 
W.E.B. DuBois   Mary Bethune Cookman    Langston Hughes  John Lewis  
Bessie Coleman   Thurgood Marshall    Charles R. Drew  Malcolm X 
Arthur Ashe   Zora Neal Hurston    Mae Jemison  Jackie Robinson  
Jesse Jackson   Rosa Parks     Ida B. Wells  Barack Obama  
Marian Anderson   Kamala Harris     Duke Ellington  Booker T. Washington 
Oprah Winfrey   Coretta Scott King    Aretha Franklin  Bob Marley 
Stevie Wonder   George Washington    Maya Angelou  Garrett Morgan 
George Washington Carver Madam CJ Walker    Sojourner Truth    
 
 

Video Essays will be scored based on the following rubric: 
 

Speech Category 4 3 2 1 

Delivery and 
Presentation 
Shows interest in 
speaking about the 
selected person 
(appearance, positive 
attitude, posture, 
speech delivery, eye 
contact) 

Very enthusiastic about the 
selected person during the 
presentation. Always 
maintained eye contact with 
the audience. Spoke very 
clearly, very easy for the 
audience to understand. 
 
 

 
50 

Enthusiastic about the 
selected person during 
most of the presentation.  
Maintained eye contact 
with the audience most of 
the time.  Spoke clearly 
most of the time. Easy for 
the audience to 
understand. 

 
40 

Enthusiastic about the 
selected person during the 
presentation. Sometimes 
had eye contact with the 
audience. Sometimes 
spoke clearly. Sometimes 
easy for the audience to 
understand. 

 
 
30 

Did not appear enthusiastic 
about the selected person 
during the presentation. Did 
not have eye contact with 
the audience. Did not 
speak clearly. Difficult for 
the audience to 
understand. 

 
 
20 

Content of Speech 
Showed preparation 
for the speech and 
organization of key 
ideas and/or 
examples.   

Showed clear purpose and 
supported ideas with 
examples.  Very prepared 
and organized during the 
presentation. 
 

 
30 

Prepared and organized 
during most of the 
presentation. Showed 
strong understanding of 
significance during 
presentation. 

 
25 

Somewhat prepared and 
organized for the 
presentation. Showed 
some understanding of 
significance during 
presentation. 

 
20 

Did not appear prepared or 
organized to deliver 
speech.  
 
 
 
 
15 

Overall Effectiveness 
Followed the prompt 
and showed a level of 
understanding of the 
importance of the 
person selected. 

Provided accurate 
biographical information 
and asked a significant 
question based on 
research. 
 
20 

Provided accurate 
biographical information 
however the question 
lacked substance. 
 
 
15 

Biographical information 
inaccurate or incomplete 
however the question was 
significant. 
 
 
10 

Neither the question nor the 
biographical information 
provided evidence of 
thoughtful research.  
 
 
5 

 


