
Calling All Springboro Area Students! 

You are invited to compete in the 2023 Black History Month Video Essay Contest. 
 

The contest is a part of the Black History Month celebration sponsored by Parents Empowering All 
Children of Color (PEACOC) in conjunction with Springboro Community City School District. 
 
PEACOC is excited to provide an opportunity for Springboro area students to celebrate unsung Black 
heroes during Black History Month.  

 
      General Information:  The Black History Month Video Essay Contest is open to all 

students in Kindergarten through 12th grade who live in Springboro or Clearcreek 
Township.  All submissions must be received before 5pm on Tuesday, February 28, 
2023.  The Video Essay Awards Ceremony will be via Zoom on Saturday, March 11, 
2023 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Submissions that do not meet the criteria or that plagiarized others’ work will not be 
considered.  By your submission, PEACOC is granted permission to use your 
likeness and video for purposes of the BHM Video Essay Contest.  

  
For more information about PEACOC’s Black History Month Video Essay Contest, 
please email PEACOC at PEACOC@peacoc.us or see our website at          
www.PEACOC.us 

 
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents Empowering All Children of Color (PEACOC) is fellowship and advocacy organization, in Springboro, OH, 
dedicated to creating a safe community of empowered and unafraid BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color) 
children and adults, who belong equally, with rights and privileges afforded to all, regardless of race, disability, 
economic status, gender identity, sexual orientation, or faith. 

www.peacoc.us 

 
 

 
 

 
 



SIXTH -TWELFTH GRADE BLACK HISTORY MONTH VIDEO ESSAY CONTEST  
 

SECTION I GENERAL RULES 
1. You must select one of the prompts below for 

your video essay.  Your response may be in any 
format, including traditional essay, poem or 
spoken word. 

2. You must read and video record your essay.  
Please record in a quiet location so there is no 
background noise. The video should not be 
longer than 5 minutes. 

3. Submissions can be uploaded to YouTube or 
emailed directly.  Please include parent/guardian 
contact information in the submission email. 

SECTION II CONTEST RULES 
1. Grade groupings for winners will be grades 6-8 

and grades 9-12. 
2. Winners will receive $100 for first place, $75 

for second place and $50 for third place.  
3. Entries will be scored using the rubric below 

by the PEACOC Black History Month 
Committee.  Both the parent/guardian and the 
school will be notified in addition to the 
winner.  

 

PROMPT (SELECT ONE) 
1. Give an informative speech discussing the importance of the 13th Amendment, in both current times 

and historically. Use factual information to support your response.  
 
2. Give an informative speech discussing the Great Migration and its impact on past and present 

economics and culture. Use factual information to support your response.  
 
3. Give a persuasive speech with the purpose of motivating your fellow students and/or the general 

population to work together toward greater racial justice and understanding. What can be done to fight 
racism? Your speech should focus on your school, your community, or the world in general. If 
possible, incorporate your personal experience. 

 
Video Essays will be scored based on the following rubric:  

 

 
 
 

 
Pts. 

Facts 
The accuracy of claims 
made while addressing 
the prompt: evidence of 
research/ personal 
experience. 

Focus 
The single controlling 
point made while 
addressing the prompt. 

Creativity 
The uniqueness of the 
submission while still 
following the prompt. 

Insights/ Ideas 
Evidence that there was 
some thought beyond 
the initial prompt. 

25 Sources (including 
personal sources) used 
are relevant, substantial 
and authoritative.  
Information is introduced 
and incorporated 
smoothly. 

Sharp, distinct controlling 
point made about a single 
topic with evident 
awareness of the prompt. 

The writer has been 
inspired to take the 
prompt and made it their 
own in a piece of original 
writing. 

Substantial, specific 
and/or illustrative insights 
and ideas, demonstrating 
strong development and 
sophisticated ideas. 

20 Sources used are too 
general, lacking in 
authority, or occasionally 
incorporated without 
introduction or are weakly 
connected to the content 
of the essay. 

Apparent point made 
about a single topic with 
sufficient awareness of 
the prompt. 

The writer seems to be 
drawing on the theme but 
there is a lack of 
ownership of the topic. 

Sufficiently developed 
ideas with adequate 
elaboration or 
explanation. 

15 Sources are lacking or 
inappropriate.  Sources 
have no adequate 
discussion or synthesis 
with ideas under 
consideration. 

No apparent point but 
evidence of a topic 
unrelated to the prompt. 

The writer relates their 
writing to the prompt, but 
the information seems 
superficial or irrelevant. 

Limited insight with 
inadequate elaboration or 
explanation. 

10 Evident that no research / 
thought of the topic was 
done. 

Missed the mark 
completely. 

The writer has not tried to 
transform the prompt into 
their own 

Superficial and/or minimal 
insight. 

 


